Second ACRE Workshop Opening Speech

Ladies and gentlemen welcome to O’Reilly’s in the Lamington National Park, I’m Rob Zacharin, Head of the British Consulate in Brisbane.

This is a wonderful place to be holding the second ACRE workshop following the inaugural meeting in Zurich, in June last year. 

Lamington boasts the largest subtropical rainforest remnant in the world and one of the most extensive Antarctic beech cool temperate rainforests in Australia, not to mention more than 160 bird species, reptiles, frogs, mammals and invertebrates.

The battle to create, this, Queensland’s first National Park, lasted almost 20 years. A farmer Robert Collins entered state parliament in 1896 with the express purpose of seeing green areas like the McPherson range preserved. 

Collins was so enthusiastic he managed to secure a visit to the isolated area by the then Queensland Governor Lord Lamington, after whom the park was eventually named.

Unfortunately, Lamington disgraced himself in the eyes of lovers of nature when, barely out of the sound of applause from locals, he stopped and shot a koala out of a tree.

Ladies and Gentelmen,

As with the previous ACRE workshop, this event brings together those working on:

1. the recovery and digitisation of historical surface weather observations; 

2. the assimilation of such data into historical weather reanalyses or reconstructions; and 

3. the use of the historical weather reconstructions for a myriad of requirements – such as climate research, climate applications, impacts and risk analyses, plus educational and teaching needs.

The challenge for the ACRE initiative as a whole is to keep these three elements linked, co-ordinated and focussed, in order to most efficiently and effectively meet user needs.  

No small task when within each element there are the usual internal challenges of finding and maintaining personnel and funding, plus meeting ones institutional and organisational requirements, milestones and deliverables.  

In fact, ACRE now has linkages and collaborations with some thirty-odd national institutions and organisations that constitute an initiative which is the only one of its type in the world.

The challenge for this workshop is to seek your assistance in planning the road map for ACRE’s continuation into the future, ensuring that the initiative’s full potential can be realised.  

So please enjoy the workshop and take advantage of the facilities here at O’Reilly’s in Lamington National Park.

